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Abstrak: Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk menyelesaikan permasalahan 
siswa ketika menulis teks recount menggunakan panduan pertanyaan (guided 
question). Berdasarkan pengalam peneliti selama mengajar, siswa selalu kesulitan 
untuk mendapatkan ide-ide dalam teks recount. Metode penelitian ini 
menggunakan penelitian tindakan kelas yang terdiri dari dua siklus. Penelitian ini 
dilaksanakan di SMP N 5 sungai kakap pada tahun akademik 2013/2014. 
Sedangkan, subjek penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas 8 dengan 32 orang sebagai 
partisipan. Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti menggunakan daftar observasi, tes 
tertulis, dan catatan lapangan guna mendukung proses pengumpulan data. Hasil 
penelitian ini, menunjukkan bahwa siswa mengalami peningkatan pada tiap 
siklus. Siklus pertama nilai rata-rata siswa adalah 61,5. Rata-rata siswa 
mengalami permasalahan dalam memahami pertanyaan yang digunakan. Namun, 
lantas meningkat menjadi 75,0 pada siklus kedua. Kesimpulannya, penggunaan 
guided questions memiliki manfaat bagi peningkatan kemampuan menulis siswa. 
Kata Kunci: Menulis, Teks Recount, Panduan Pertanyaan   
Abstract: The objective of this research is to solve student’s problem in writing a 
recount text by using guided questions. Based on the writer experience during 
teaching, the students were difficult to get ideas in recount text. The methodology 
of this research is a classroom action research which consists of 2 cycles. The 
research was conducted at SMP Negeri 5 Sungai Kakap in the academic year 
2013/2014. The subject of this research was the eighth grade students. The 
number of participants in this research was 32 students. In completing the 
research, the researcher used the observation, written test and field note as the 
instruments of collecting the data. The result of this research has shown that the 
students have improvement in writing in each cycle. First cycle was 61.5. Most of 
the students had problem in understanding the question words used. But, it 
improved in the second cycle which was 75.0. In conclusion, the use of guided 
questions had a value in improving the students’ recount text writing. 
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riting is one of four language skills. This language skill is a productive skill 
in that the students are active to write the sentences with correct ideas and language. Writing 
involves some language components (spelling, grammar, vocabulary, and 
punctuation). Writing clear sentences requires the students to learn the rules of 
English grammar and mechanics such as the correct use of verbs and pronouns, as 
well as commas and other marks of punctuation. The purpose of teaching writing is to improve 
W 
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students’ ability to function effectively in such written context. The goal of teaching learning 
at Junior High School is that the students must be able to develop communicative 
competence in written as well as in spoken to achieve functional literacy level. 
They are expected to be able to communicate both in spoken and written form to 
solve problems in their daily lives.  
From my classroom observation, most of the students in SMP 5 Sungai Kakap 
still get difficulties in writing. The common problem appears in at least four areas, 
they are:  in content, organization, vocabulary, and grammar.  It is because there is 
a limited number of vocabularies and knowledge of structures to help them 
expressing their ideas. Therefore, it is one of the problems that teachers are facing 
in teaching. In fact, writing is very hard to achieve. Based on researcher’s 
experiences, there are some problems found in the field when giving writing materials to the 
students, especially the recount text. 
The first problem is that the students’ writing is not comprehensible. The content 
of the composition is not relevant to the topic, because they are difficult how to share 
their main idea into paragraph. The second problem is that there are many errors in 
vocabulary and spelling. Their limited numbers of vocabulary are not sufficient for them 
to write a recount paragraph. The other problem is the grammar that students have low 
understanding of the pattern of simple past tense, for a recount text. They are confused 
about the regular and irregular verbs to write in the recount text.  
There are various ways to organize the sentences in a piece of writing. One of 
them is recount text. According to Wardiman (2008:70), “Recount is to give the 
audience a description of what occurred and when it occurred”. Recount text is the 
form of text that aims at retelling events for the purpose of informing or entertaining. 
There are many general area encountered by the students when they are ordered to 
write a text of recount. Ngabut (2003) cited in Sriwiyanti (2011:4). In the content, the 
students were encountered the problem of identifying main idea and supporting 
sentence they could not produce an effective paragraph of text. This happens since they 
are not able to formulate main ideas and supporting sentence into a paragraph. In 
organizing, an effective paragraph of text describe all the things in the paragraph 
logically, clearly and easly to make the readers understand. In vocabulary, choosing 
appropriate words, the writer will be able to communicate his/her idea and opinion. In 
grammar, a good paragraph of the text describes the sentence structure 
comprehensively cover the pattern of sentence construction and the good order of the 
words in sentence sequence.  
Therefore, there are some aspects that will be discussed in recount text, they 
are: purposes, text organization of recount, and language features. The purpose of 
recount text is to list and describe past experiences by retelling event in which 
they happened (chronological order). Stubbs (1999:8) explains that, “a recount 
recalls and reconstructs events, experience, and achievements in the past in logical 
sequence”. Some recount texts will be purely informative, but others may aim to 
inform or to entertain. 
Astuti (2010: 1-2). The word recount means to narrate in order to tell a story 
in a detail. Recounting usually tell something that happens to write or someone 
else in the past. So a recount text is a text that tells about one’s story that has 
happened in the past. The purpose of recount text is to give information about 
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what had happened, when it happened where it happened, and who was involved. 
A recount text has three part of structure: 
1. An orientation: It gives detail about who, what, when, or where 
2.  A Series of Paragraphs: It retells what has happened 
3.  Reorientation: It concludes the retelling of the events. 
The writer chooses guided question to help the students to arrange the 
sentences in good order. In guided questions, the students are given the lists of 
questions, and the answers can form a text. Raimes (2001:101) states, “Guided 
questions are given for the students to which form a text”. It means that guided 
questions are a framework for a text. Using them takes the teacher given the 
guidance for students in writing which the students answer the questions, combine 
the answers, and develop them become a good text. By using questions, the 
students can solve their problems in writing because questions guide and develop 
their ideas in writing a text. Besides, the questions can help the students to use 
correct tense in writing. 
 Cook and Sutter (in Jayanti 2011:4) stated that W+h Questions are 
questions which cannot be answered by yes or no because they begin with one 
interrogative words which start with the letter wh. According to them 
interrogative words are who, whom, whose, which, what, where, when, why and 
how. The writer believed that by using the guided questions the students will be 
able to develop a simple text of recount text by using the answers of the guided 
questions given, because most of the students at the eighth grade felt it was 
difficult to develop their own sentences.  
The writer applied guided question in this research because the writer 
believes that by answering the questions give relative with the recount text given 
the students can understand the flows of ideas in each part generic structure of 
recount text. After the students have understood the answers of the questions, 
students’ answers some questions given related with their personal experiences. 
These answers can help the students to get and to develop ideas on their recount 
writing. After that based on their own sentences they can rewrite the answer into a 
form of recount text. Therefore the students can find the solution to their problem 
in writing. 
The Purpose of this research was giving the students one teaching activity to 
write recount text, by using guided questions, thus writing recount text will be not 
as difficult as before. The importance of this research was by having a new 
technique in writing, the writer hopes that the students would not fell it was 
difficult to write recount text, so by having a good experience in writing the 
students would not fell learning English was difficult. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
The writer applied action research in conducting this research. Louis Cohen 
et al (2005:226) stated that action research is powerful method to change and to 
improve at the local level. The research started with identification of problem 
areas, collection and organization of the data, interpretation of data, action based 
on data, and reflection. It also focuses on solving specific classroom or school 
problem, improving practice, correcting instructional strategies and selecting the 
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appropriate material. According to Castelo (2003:7) “Basic action research 
consists of four steps. These are planning, acting, observing, and the reflecting”.  
The following is the process of classroom action research adopted from Ali-
Hasmi, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
The subjects use of this research were the eighth grade students of SMP 5 
Sungai Kakap in academic year 2013/2014. They are 32 students who are in    8 
A.  Besides that, the writer applied the observation and measurement techniques 
in this research. The observation will using observation checklist table and field 
note. The measurement doing to measure student’ individual score in each cycle 
by using written assessment that students are ask to write recount text. Therefore, 
the tools of data collection were observation checklist, field note, and 
achievement test. 
 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
Finding 
The research findings were discussed based on the result of research which 
was conducted in two cycles. The descriptions are as follows: 
1. The first cycle (October16, 2013) 
a. Planning 
The writer did a research on October16, 2013 for the first cycle. The writer 
began the planning stage by proposing the research outline to the team. The writer 
got a lot of input after the seminar concerning the title, the theory, research 
methodology, lesson plan and teaching media. The first thing the writer did 
revising the research design. The writer did the literature review by reading some 
books in order to obtain the right and clear concept of what creative writing is.  
After that, the writer checked the syllabus and revised the lesson plan based 
on what is implied in the standard and basic competence. The plan of action was 
based on the students’ problems that found during the teaching and learning 
process.  
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b. Acting 
In this part of CAR, the writer which held the teaching and learning process is 
conducted during the research. As the writer wishes to achieve, the students 
should have better improvement in recount text writing. To make this expectation 
possible, the writer used the questions as the media of teaching. 
From the observation in cycle 1, it was found that the teacher/researcher 
applied the questions in helping the students to get the ideas of writing. But, the 
students are difficult to understand the way to relate one sentence to another 
question. In other words, the students are difficult how to make them into the 
paragraph writing. So, the teacher concerned to make the students’ understand in 
using the questions. The teacher started to focus on how the students find the 
ideas. For example, when the students see the questions in sequence, they must 
focus on what the activities were done. From the activities on the questions, the 
students could start writing from the first part into the other parts of recount text. 
Furthermore, by using guided questions is more adaptable to the students in 
getting the ideas, to write and vocabulary building. However, not all the students 
are able to understand how to use the guided questions. 
c. Observing 
In this meeting, the teacher tried to show the guided questions to help the 
students, and they looked interested in the lesson. But, some students looked 
enthusiastic and others just keep silent. Then, the teacher explained and guided the 
students to write using some questions she showed to the students in the 
classroom. Most of the students are still strugling to get the ideas, to start the 
writing, and to develop the vocabulary. Sometimes, some of students who sit at 
the back sometimes made a noise. When they were doing the test, most students 
looked confused to do the test. The teacher tried to give more explanation but they 
still confused. Only few of them understood. There was no time anymore to ask 
the students’ difficulties during teaching learning process and to conclude the 
material. Finally, all students submitted the answer sheet but some questions 
could not finish.  
The result was still unsatisfied. It could be seen in table 1. This table shows 
the mean score of the students’ recount text writing that is 61.5 point. It was lower 
than the KKM score that is 75.0 point. This point showed that the students’ 
recount text writing was lower meanwhile the expected point was more than 75. 
At the first time, the teacher expected that every student improved their writing 
skill and the mean score should be at least 75. In fact, the students still got 
problems.  
The mean score was: 
N
X
X


 
 
X = 1968 
 32
  = 61.5 
Based on the indicator of success, this result was still unsatisfying. While 
correcting the students’ answer sheet, both the teacher found that some students 
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could not follow the clue of the guided questions presentation well. They were 
confusing to start writing especially organized the ideas. 
d. Reflecting 
In this stage, the researcher reflected what had been done in this cycle. Based 
on the observation field note, it conclude that the students ability in writing 
recount text still poor. It found that the first cycle was not satisfying and still 
needed much effort to gain the goal of the media guided questions applied. The 
result of the first cycle is 61.5 point, that is under of KKM is 75.0 point. It meant 
that the second cycle should be conducted. So, in next cycle the writer had to give 
more detail explanation about recount text writing. The writer should re-explain 
about recount text briefly and clearly in the next cycle. The writer also had to 
monitor all the students during the teaching and learning process in the classroom. 
The writer also had to provide guided questions which could motivate the students 
in writing recount text. 
2. The second cycle ( October 21, 2013 ) 
a. Planning 
In accordance with the results of reflection, re-planning the action was highly 
recommended in order to create better results and students’ behaviors toward 
learning. The writer re-planned the action in cycle 2 because the writer found that 
the students still difficult to adopt the guided questions into the writing activity. 
The problem is about to choose the appropriate words in the sentences, 
particularly when the students in the drafting stage of writing. From this problem, 
the writer re-planned the cycle 2 and modified the use of guided questions with 
giving the clues so the students more easily to understand the use of guided 
questions. 
b. Acting 
Since the writer conducted the second cycle of this research, it indicated that 
the previous cycle was failure to improve the students’ writing achievement or 
lower than KKM is 75. 
As a result of the observation, it was found that the students must better 
improvement from the previous cycle. This improvement happened because the 
writer did the following procedures; first, revising the guided questions 
presentation with guessing the activities in the guided questions. In this action, the 
writer tried to explore the students’ vocabulary mastery on the guided questions 
they say. As a result, the students are able to guess the words such as nouns and 
verbs in the sentences. Second, the writers elaborate the students’ writing and 
guided questions into the drafting stage of writing. The teacher then divided the 
guided questions based on its part of recount text. Based on the result of 
observation, the students could start the writing and their vocabulary more 
appropriate than the previous with similar activity. Third, confirming the students 
whether they have understood the activity or not. Since the activities have been 
completely done, the writer then should confirm the students whether the 
explanation was clear or not. In this cycle, the students did not show their 
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confusing on the explanation and it means that can start writing the recount text in 
the assessment time. 
c. Observing 
As a result of observation in cycle 2, it was found that the students’ responses 
on what the teacher’s instructions better than previous meeting so that the students 
more take a part in the teaching and learning process. It means that the students’ 
have good responses by the actions that related to the teacher’s instructions. The 
cycle 2 treatment of action can be said successful because it was proved by their 
result of cycle test.                                            
The mean score was: 
N
X
X


 
 
X =   2400 
 32
  = 75.0 
d. Reflecting 
In this stage, the researcher reflected that in this cycle the students score was 
achieved at all and should in KKM. It concludes that the student ability in writing 
recount text was improves.
 
       Based on the indicator of success, this result was satisfying. It could be 
concluded that the students shown their good progress. It was found that by using 
guided questions in improving the students’ recount text writing was good. It was 
proved that the students’ achievement score of KKM was better than before this 
CAR has been conducted. After having the treatment in two cycles, the students’ 
score was achieved into 75 (seventy five). From this result, the increasing point 
was occurred from the cycle 1 to cycle 2. For differentiate of each cycle it can be 
seen in table: 
Table 1 
The differentiate score of cycle 1 to cycle 2 
No Students’ Code Cycle 1 Cycle 2 
1 AB 60.2 77.7 
2 AC 63.6 74.7 
3 AD 60.5 72.6 
4 ABD 63.6 75.0 
5 ADC 60.2 75.0 
6 BDC 60.0 75.0 
7 BDE 62.0 75.0 
8 BER 60.0 75.0 
9 BEF 60.5 75.0 
10 BET 61.0 75.2 
11 BER 60.2 74.5 
12 BDT 63.6 75.5 
13 BDU 63.6 74.0 
14 BDE 60.6 75.0 
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15 BDV 63.6 75.0 
16 DER 62.9 76.0 
17 DET 60.4 75.0 
18 DEW 60.2 75.0 
19 DWY 60.0 75.0 
20 DWQ 59.9 76.0 
21 FGT 63.6 75.0 
22 FRT 60.5 75.0 
23 FER 60.2 75.2 
24 GER 60.4 75.4 
25 GTY 56.1 74.0 
26 GRE 60.2 76.0 
27 HTR 60.3 75.0 
28 HER 60.2 75.0 
29 HET 60.0 75.0 
30 IJK 60.4 74.0 
31 IJL 60.0 75.0 
32 ULK 56.3 76.0 
Total 1969 2400 
 
Discussion 
After having the results of this research, the writer will discuss some 
findings concerning the process of CAR. The findings of this research can be 
seen in the process of cycle 1 and cycle 2: 
From the result of cycle 1, it was mentioned that in this cycle the 
students’ achievement of recount text writing was not achieved. It was also 
described in the findings of cycle 1 that the students difficult to understand 
the way to apply the guided questions in recount text writing practice. Many 
students failed to do the practices and as a result their cycle test was not 
achieved from the KKM (Kriteria Ketuntasan Minimum). From this result, 
the writer concluded that the recount text and the students’ understanding of 
recount text writing are the problems. It was known that the students difficult 
to connect the recount text and the draft of writing in all the writing practices 
of cycle 1. Therefore, in the reflection part, the writer obtained the important 
information to settle the next cycle in order to increase the students’ 
understanding in using the guided questions and also the ability to write the 
recount text. 
In the cycle 2, the writer focused on the procedures of using the recount 
text in writing practice. Some guided questions is a point the parts of recount 
text writing, there are; orientation, sequence of event and re-orientation. By 
dividing the recount text based on their parts, the students could have better 
improvement in connecting the ideas of the writing. After having this part, the 
writer then focused on the way to relate the guided questions to the 
appropriate words should be used in the sentences. In this part, the activities 
are more difficult than previous part because the students should be given the 
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clues of determining the appropriate words in the sentences. When this 
strategy was used in the drafting process, the students really enjoyed the 
activity because they felt the key of the activity.  
From the result of the cycle test 2 of the eighth grade students of SMPN 
5 Sungai Kakap it determined that the scores were 75.0. This result indicated 
that the students’ achievement score of recount text writing was achieved at 
all. Because the students’ average scores were 100% achieved; the 
teacher/writer decided to complete the action in two cycles only. In 
conducting the CAR, the teacher/writer has done two major cycles that was 
divided into two meetings (one meeting of each cycle).  
In accordance with the results of the students’ achievement score from 
the first and second cycles, the increase of the achievement score was not 
separated from the successful of applying the guided questions in teaching 
recount text to the students.  
In CAR, the strategy that was applied in teaching process should be 
applicable and easy to be understood by the students. Recount text is one of 
the pictorial aids in form of recount text context has closed related to the 
writing development in writing practice. The ideas of using the guided 
questions are based on the assumption that through guided questions clues, 
the students directly practice their writing by developing their writing through 
sentence the activities in the recount text.  
In relation to results of this research, recount text was good to develop 
the students’ recount text writing because the students, indeed, had some 
opportunities to use guessing or predicting skill to define the activities and the 
students are also guided with the activities in the questions in sequence from 
one recount text to others.  
In the meantime, the students also had some difficulties in adapting this 
strategy in their writing of recount text. In the beginning process, the students 
difficult to elaborate the use of guided questions to their writing activity. 
They confuse to using of the recount text in making the sentences. With their 
lack of recount text, to using the recount text the teacher could not directly 
succeed to guide the students in composing the sentences because the guided 
questions was the media to help the students to get the ideas and to guide 
them in writing the sequence of events. 
In addition, one of the important aspects of language learning is 
teacher’s education background. It must be understandable that the higher 
teacher’s education background the better learning outcomes will be obtained. 
When the teacher’s capacity of teaching might be influenced by his/her 
education background, it can be concluded that the teachers those who are 
graduated from university (Sarjana degree) will be better in transforming the 
knowledge to their students rather than graduation from junior high school. 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
One of the teaching writing activities is to practice student’ ability in 
writing recount is guided question. The guided question used as to guide the 
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students to write something based on the topic given. By using the guided 
question student can have the guidance how to develop their ideas in writing 
recount text in good order. It is because the students write the ideas based on 
the sentence they made as the answer of the guided question. 
In teaching recount text by using guided question in this research, the 
writer faced that most of the students got problems because they did not 
understand how to answer the question given and change the verb into past 
form at the first cycle. Therefore at the second cycle the writer re-explained 
the questions words and simple past tense. As the result most of the students 
could answer the questions given correctly in the past tense form. This was 
proved the result of the mean score and the results observation. Students’ 
recount writing skill of the eighth year students of SMP 5 Sungai Kakap in 
academic year 2013/2014 is improve by guided questions . 
 In this research, the writer done into 2 cycles as the tools of collecting 
data and get the achievement of the students’ in recount text writing. From 
the result of cycle 1, the students score is unsatisfying that is 61.5. Based on 
the result, it could be conclude that the first cycle was not satisfying and still 
needed much effort to gain the goal. It means that the second cycle should be 
conducted. In cycle 2, the students score was satisfying that is 75. Based on 
the result, it could be concluded that the students shown their good progress. 
It was found that by recount text writing in improving the students’ recount 
text writing was good. It was proved that the score of the students test is 
fulfill of the KKM. 
It is important nowadays to use media in teaching learning process 
because it can help the students to understand the guided questions. The use 
media to display the guided questions can arouse the student’s attention on 
teaching leaning process. 
Suggestion 
Based on the result of the research, the writer made some suggestions to 
the following paragraph. The teacher should consider in using interesting 
material, such as guided questions to get the students ideas in starting the 
writing. To keep the students’ motivation in learning process of recount text 
writing, the activity should involve the term of competition environment 
toward writing skill activity such as weekly or monthly writing competition 
among the students. 
And finally to increase the students’ skills in making a topic sentence, 
detail information, sentence structures, writing style, and mechanism the 
teacher can start from developing the aspects of writing. This also can be 
done to the aspects of generic structure of recount text.  
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